I) INTRO: (Show teddy bear.) Raise your hand if you know why this is called a teddy bear? It is called a teddy bear because of our 26th President, Theodore Roosevelt. While hunting, he came upon a wounded young bear and ordered the mercy killing of it. The Washington Post then ran a cartoon that illustrated the event—with Roosevelt and a cuddly little bear. The story and the cartoon spread and within a year, the teddy bear became a popular toy for children.

Theodore Roosevelt shares a very special day with me—October 27th—my birthday and his. Many things happened on this day but the three most interesting are the opening of the NYC subway, the birth of John Gotti, and the breaking of the “Curse of the Bambino.”
II) BODY:


A) First, the NYC subway opens in 1904. 



1) Mayor George McClellan



2) largest American system




a) 9.1 miles and 28 stations



3) 100,000 pay a nickel 



4) now has 26 lines and 468 stations



5) 4.5 million passengers a day

B) Next, mafia boss John Gotti is born in 1940.



1) head of Gambino crime family


2) immigrant parents with 13 kids



3) errand boy for mafia


4) arrests



5) promoted to Captain in 1977



6) becomes head of family in 1985



7) found guilty in 1992


C) Finally, the Boston Red Sox win the World Series in 2004 thus breaking the Curse of the Bambino.



1) not won since 1918



2) curse—Babe Ruth sold to Yankees 



3) had won 5 championships before (none for Yankees)



4) had some close calls



5) luck changed in 2004 (Cardinals)



6) did it again in 2007 (Rockies)

III) CONCLUSION: In conclusion, Joseph Glidden applied for a patent for his barbed wire, Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio got a divorce, poet Sylvia Plath was born and the prison population reached one million all on October 27, my birthday. But, the three most interesting things that happened on my favorite day of the year are the opening of the NYC subway, the birth of John Gotti, and the breaking of the “Curse of the Bambino.” So as far as birthdays go, Teddy Roosevelt and I have a pretty interesting date.
